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THE HOLY TRINITY 


The Father 
The Son 
The Holy Spirit 
WALTER L. WILSON, M. D., L. H. D. 


It is quite clear from both the 
Old Testament and the New that 
the eternal Godhead consists or 
three individual Fersons, separate 
in their personality and distinctive 
in their work. These three Fersons 


are constantly brought betore our 


minds and hearts in all parts or 
the Scriptures. I shall seek to ex- 
piain the doctrine or the “Unity or 
the Trinity“ by illustrations, quo- 
tations, and explanations. 

The Trinity may be illustrated 
in a number ofr different ways. 
irst, let us consider the ordinary 
rope used in commercial lite. Ine 
rope consists of three strands. 
mach strand is a complete rope in 
iself, but the three strands are so 
intertwined that they form just 
one rope. Everyone knows, of 
course, that the one rope consists 
of three ropes. Each ot the three 
is the same length and the same 
strength and is made of the same 
material. Whatever one of the 


lesser rope flaas, the others do al- 


sa, No single strand works alone, 
but always in conjunction with the 
other two. 

So it is in the Godhead. Each 
Person works with the other Per- 
son. Each is of the same essential 
deity. Each is eternal in charac- 
ter. No one of them works or op- 
erates independently or separately 
from the others. 

We may also illustrate the holy 
Trinity by a business office. There 
ig one firm, but three officers, the 
president, the vice-president, and 
the treasurer. There are not three 
firms but just one firm, with one 
bank account, one charter, one ad- 
vertising program, one building 
housing the firm, etc. Each officer, 
however, is executive, separate 
from the other two. Each one has 
his own work to perform. The du- 
ties of each one bind the other 
two. Those who call to see the 
“firm” may see any one of the 
three persons for all three work in 
unity and harmony. 

So it is with the Godhead. It is 
like a firm in which there are 
three officers. Each one is equal to 
the other. The duties of each one 
are fully approved by the other 
two. The work of each one is bind- 
ing. | 
Jet us also consider the triangle. 
There are three sides to à triangle, 
yet it is just one geometrical fig- 
ure. We speak of it as “as tri- 
angle.” These three sides may rep- 
resent the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit. All three are con- 
stantly together. They work to- 
gether, plan together, and execute 
together. One does not act separ- 
ately or independently of the other 
two. | 

In the Scripture, the word one“ 
is a relative word. When we read 
in Genesis 2:24, “they shall be one 
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flesh.“ the Lord did not indicate 
that after marriage the husband 
and wife would be just one person, 
but rather that they would form 
one unit, one family, and would be 
united in their desires, plans and 
purposes. 

We speak of “one” bunch of 
grapes. The bunch“ is a ,unit 
though it contains many grapes. 
We speak of one“! flock but it 
contains many sheep. So there is 
“one” God, but there are three 
wonderful Persons in the Godhead 
who are to be worshipped and 
obeyed. ee 

At the baptism of the Lord Je- 
sus (Luke 3:21), we find that Je- 
sus emerged from the water, the 
Holy Spirit came down from 


(Continued on page four) 
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In 1939, in Athens, Ga., God 
gave the greatest revival I have 
ever witnessed in which 1635 peo- 
ple repented and confessed Jesus 
publicly as Saviour and Lord. Con- 
viction was everywhere and my 
singer and I were asked to go to 
the Fire Department and lead a 
Fireman to Christ who was under 
great conviction. He was ripe for 
Salvation and after pleading with 


him a few minutes he knelt and 
repented, accepting Jesus as his 
Saviour, after crying to God to 
save him from his sins. He was 
gloriously saved and walked on 
with God. Every once in a while 


I would get to see him and he 
would always weep and thank God 
for his salvation. 

The other day he and another 
fireman were flung from their 


truck in a terrible accident. H 
was picked up mortally hurt an 
rushed to the hospital. As he lay 
there between life and death, he 
whispered to his frantic wife _ “Go 
call the preacher. He kept me out 
of hell.” She went to the telephone 
immediately and called me to 
come to see him. In tears, she kept 
saying, “He wants you to come to 
see him and he keeps saying, ‘He 
kept me out of hell.! Oe aes 


The next day I drove to iid 


to see him. The nurse permitted 
( Continued on page four) 


The Greatest Invitation 


In The Bible 


EVANGELIST HYMAN APPELMAN, D. 
(Preached February 11, 1943, on- 
Christian Business Men's 


the 


Noonday Program, Station WJJD, 
Chicago. Mechanically recorded) 


For our meditation this after- 
noon, in these brief moments, I 
want to call your attention to one 


D. 


1 
oy 


complete verse, and part of anoth- . ae 
er. They are both familiar to you. 


The first verse is Matthew 11:28: 


“Come unto me, all ye that labour 8 


and are heavy laden, and I will 


give you rest.“ The part of a verse 
you will find in the 6th chapter of 
John, the thirty-seventh verse, the = 


last part of it, when the Lord Je- 
sus says, “Him that cometh to me 


I will in no wise cast out.“ You 3 
will notice how these two verses 
fit in together. “Come unto me, all 


ye that labour and are heavy lad- 
en,, and I will give you rest; 
“Him that cometh to me I will in 
no wise cast out.” My subject is 
“The Greatest Invitation in the 
Bible.” Pray with me and for me 


that the Holy Spirit of God may 


deliver the Lord’s message to you. 

You know, 
that the greatest word in human 
language is love, and unquestion- 
ably that is so. People will do 
things for love, sometimes wisely, 
sometimes foolishly, that they will 
not do for any other motive, for 
any other constraint, for any other 
conviction, for any other compul- 
sion. Someone else has said well, 
that the second greatest word in 
the world is the word duty. That 
word involves everyone of us. Now 


es, 
Il. gr 


someone has said 
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I say to you that the third great- 
est word in all of life is the word 
need. Need is more universal than 
either love or duty, aye than love 
and duty put together. 

There are many people who es- 
cape love, who are so insensitive, 
who are so calloused, who are so 
selfish that they never do fall in 
love. Why, even in their home re- 
lationships, it is not a matter of 
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The churches of the New Testa- 


ment were soul winning churches. 
At Pentecost we are told, Then 
they that glauly received his word 
were baptized; and the same day 
there were added unto them about 
three thousand souls” (Acts 2:41). 
Following Pentecost The Lord 
added tq the church daily such as 
should be saved.” (Acts 2:47). So 
it was the regular business of the 
church. The persecution began, but 
Acts 4:4 tells us “Howbeit many 
of them which heard the word be- 
lieved; and the number of the men 
was about five thousand.” In Acts 
5:14 it says “And believers were 
the more added to the Lord, multi- 
tudes both of men and women.” 
Acts 5:42 says “And daily in the 
temple, and in every house, they 
ceased not to teach and preach Je- 
sus Christ.” 

And, as people were saved at Je- 
rusalem in the church and through 
the ministry, so it was wherever | 
churches were organized and 
wherever the Gospel went in Bible 
times. Under the preaching of Ste- 
phen, of Philip, of Paul, of Peter, 
soul winning was the normal thing 
in all the congregations of Chris- 
tians and wherever the Gospel was 
preached. 

There can be no doubt that the 


great commission given by our 


Saviour, gives soul winning as the 


chief end and, aim of the church- 
the normal activity of all 
pups of Christians. We are com- 


manded to “Go ye into all oe 
world and preach the Gospel to ev- 
ery creature.” (Mark 16:15). We 
are commanded to make disciples 
in all nations, and baptize them 
and teach them to win still others 


> 
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(Matt.28:19,20). The great com- 
mission is the marching orders of 
the churches of Jesus Christ. 
Churches that do not win souls are 
subnormal, are not in the will of 
God, are not fulfilling their duties 
after the New Testament pattern. 


Yet the sad fact is that many 
churches win not a single soul dur- 
ing a year, and the average num- 
ber who professes to believe the 
Bible and be orthodox in faith has 
almost no conversions. Someone 
recently lamented that forty per 
cent of the Baptist churches in 
New York, for example, did not 
have one conversion during the 
year. A very large proportion of 
the churches do not have as many 
conversions as they have deaths 
and removals. The churches that 
prosper and increase in member- 
ship usually have most of their ac- 
cessions by simple transfer of 
membership of people already pro- 
fessing to be saved. : 

The simple fact is that the av- 
erage church does not regularly 
have people saved in its services 
and even the best of the evangelis- 


tie churches have relatively few | sinners, helps for preachers. Read 


saved. Why? Why? Why? 

In this article I will earnestly 
try to show why many churches do 
not win souls at all and why other 
churches win very few. 


(Continued on page two) 


what they can give, but of what 
they can get. Then, the Lord ir 
Heaven alone knows, how many 
people there are in the world who 
do not know the first thing, who 
have not the faintest conception 
of the thing we call duty .They 
just slip and slide through life. 
The world owes them a living, and 
somehow they manage to eke it 
out, to obtain it in one way or 
another with as little effort as 
they can possibly put into it. But, 
friends, you know, I know, we all 
know, alas, too bitterly, and too 
well, that there is no living, 
breathing, being anywhere in the 
world who has ever escaped, does 
ever escape, or until Jesus comes 
again, shall ever escape this 2 
we call need. We are born in n , 
We live in need. We die in need. 
We face God at the judgment in 
need. We spend an endless eternity 
in need. Did you ever stop to think 
that the first thing a child 
when it is born is to cry out, 
that the last thing a person 
when he or she dies is cry 
again? All in between, from 
first cry, as we come out 
mother’s womb, until the 
moaning, sighing groan of the 
soul’s travail in death, it is an 
endless sound of suffering, 
heartache, of agony, of anguish, 
of toil, of torment, of tears. 


(Continued on page three) 
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Not Win Souls 


(Continued from page one) 


|. BECAUSE SOUL WINNING IS 
NOT THE PRINCIPAL AIM AND 
ACTIVITY OF THE CHURCH. 


Soul winning was first in Bible 
churches; it is not first in churches 
today. Therefore, we do not have 
the Soul winning results tnat Bible 
churches had. Ihe services and ac- 
tivities of the churches are not 
planned, these days, primarily to 
win souls, Therefore they do not 
win many souls. 


|. Formality in the services pre- 


vents soul winning. 


The so-called “morning worship 
services” must be an abomination 
to God. Nothing like it was prac- 

ticed in New Testament times. 
There is not a verse of Scripture 
to encourage it. It is sensual and 
carnal, not spiritual. The formality 
of the usuai Sunday morning serv- 
ice fits with modernism but not 
with funaamentalism. It is suitable 
for Catholics but not for Protes- 
tants. Nobody expects a sinner to 
be converted in a formal so-called 
“worship service“ and they are not 
disappointed. The Pharisee Jesus 
described in Luke, chapter 18, 
would have felt very much at 
home in a morning worship serv- 
ice. Robed choirs, beautiful organs, 
and anthems, sometimes by paid 
singers, and very often by worldly 
and ungodly singers, but aestheti- 
cally pleasing, would have suited 
him very well. He would have 
liked the hush, the so-called rev- 
erence.” He would have enjoyed 
the organ playing during prayer, 
because his kind of prayer would 
not get anything from God any- 
way and would only please the 
hearers. The rising and sitting, the 
bowing and scraping, the set 
forms of the services, with no sin- 
ners called to repentance ,with no 
Christians rebuked for worldliness, 
with no pointed application of 
Scripture, would have pleased the 
Pharisee very much. But the pub- 
lican would not have come to such 
a service. In the first place nobody 
would want him. In the second 
‘place he would not feel at home. 
And in the third place he would 
know that he could not get any 
help there. Formality does not 
Save souls. 


When I, from a sense of duty, 
need to sit through a formal serv- 
ice, knowing there will be no in- 
vitation for a sinner to accept 
Christ, knowing that that rigama- 
role is calculated to please the 
flesh and that one must watch 
closely the printed order of service 


to know when to rise and when to} 


sit, it tries me sorely; how could 
I expect a lost sinner to enjoy it? 
The only lost sinner who would 
come to such a service is the one 
who takes a delight in the flesh- 
ly and sensual aspects of so-called 
“worship,” without any genuine 
repentance. Of lost people only the 
worldling who is religious but lost, 
who is satisfied with a form and 
does not seek a new heart, does 
not repent of his sins, would be 
likely to be attracted to a formal 
service. 

Churches that do not want sin- 
ners saved on Sunday morning are 
not going to want very badly to 
see them saved Sunday night! 
Pastors say that they intend to 
“feed the sheep“ and preach to 
Christians Sunday morning, and to 
preach to lost people Sunday 
night. But the pastor and the 
church who do not plan the Sun- 
day morning service to make soul 
winners and to win what souls are 
present to be won, will not have 
a different attitude of heart on 
Sunday night. 

The churches that win souls are 
informal churches, churches where 
people feel at home, churches 
where Christians want people 
saved Sunday morning as well as 
Sunday night. 
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Consider how much the average 
church does to prevent sinners be- 
ing saved in the services! First, 
they try to keep out children, the 
group easiest to reach for Christ. 
If a mother should come with her 
baby, it is insisted that she leave 
the baby in the nursery, or more 
likely she is frowned on and cold- 
shouldered until she feels she had 
better wait until the little one 
grows old enough to be quiet in 
church. When babies are not wel- 
come many mothers simply do not 
come. Then other children up to 
twelve years old are ordinarily put 
in a “junior church,” a service in 
the basement in charge of young 
women usually. The forms and 
ceremonies must not be hindered 
by figety children. Church services 
are not planned for children. The 
music is the kind they do not 
know, the sermons are the kind 
they cannot understand and would 
not be interested in if they did un- 
derstand. The unnatural solemnity 
and so-called ‘reverence’ would 
be suitable only in a funeral par- 
lor, and certainly no normal child 
feels at home in it. Actually it is 
not reverence but a kind or idol- 
atry. Preachers and others speak 
of “reverence for the house of 
God,” but there is no teaching in 
the Bible about reverence for 
church houses. In fact, there were 
no special church houses in the 
New Testament, and they ought 
now simply to be regarded as 
meeting houses. God never intend- 
ed for people to worship a place. 
A fake reverence for church build- 
ings, like the attention to “worship 
centers” is a form of idolatry that 
God must hate. People relish the 
pealing of the organ for reverence, 
but why would it please God more 
than greeting strangers or friends 
and makig people glad they came 
to church? Conversation anywhere 
ought to be holy conversation, and 
so it ought to be in the church. 
But why would not holy conversa- 
tion honor God as much as sitting 
with poker faces in quiet or in 
listening to music? There is a rev- 
erece properly due the Word of 
God, and there is a proper decor- 


even some classic hymns have syn- 
copation. It is simply a musical 
feature that adds variety and 
sometimes make the song more 
singable. It often makes the music 
fit the words much better. Synco- 
pation is a device constantly used 


by good secular musicians. 
Churches would do well to follow 
the example of the Salvation 


Army, of the rescue missions, and 
of great evangelists, in using very 
simple gospel songs, songs that in 
words and music are simple yet 
powerful, that grip people’s hearts 
and emotions and not simply their 
minds. 

Even the solos and duets sung 
these days very rarely have any 
appeal to the unsaved. In the 
great revivals in the past songs 
like “Tell Mother I'll be There,“ 
“Where Is My Wandering Boy To- 


night?” “You Must Be Born 
Again,” “The Great Judgment 
Morning.“ Almost Persuaded,”’ 


and many more were the kind to 
touch the sinner’s heart, to convict 
of sin, to create a longing for sal- 
vation or concern about the future. 
No song is bad, nor poor, nor 
weak, if God richly uses it to con- 
vict and save sinners. And no 
song is good, in the Christian 
sense, no matter how much it ap- 
peals to the cultured ear, if it does 
not get Christians to do God’s will 
or get sinners to repent. I am Say- 
ing that our services and activities 


um based on respect for the speak- 
er and for the nearers, which 
means that it would be wrong to 
disturb service or hinder people 
from hearing. But a church house 
is not a “sanctuary,” it is not a 
“temple,” and there is nothing 
about a church building, an altar, 
or candles, or pictures, or robes, or 
stained glass windows, or crosses, 
that deserve reverence from Chris- 
tians. 


are not fitted and plarmed to win 
souls, so the music is often 
planned only for the enjoyment of 
Christians and not at all to get 
sinners saved. 


3. The worst sinners are not sought 
— often are not welcome in the 
services 


There is a great deal of com-. 


plaint that “sinners don’t go to 
church anymore.“ But people real- 
ly mean the respectable sinners, 
the banker who if he were convert- 
ed could be such a financial help 
to the church, or the professor or 
the big business man, or that nice 
lady who has such a good voice, 


Actually churches rarely want.and 1 


more rarely make any real effort 
to get the worst sinners out to the 
services. 

In Sherman, Texas, in our big 
open- air revival campaign on the 
court-house lawn, a poor drunkard 
and dope addict heard me one 
night, became deeply convicted 
and came to see me the next day, 
wanting to know if such a sinner 
as he was could be saved. “I didn’t 
sit on the seats,” he told me, “be- 


Formalism tends to make the 
casual public ill at ease, keep chil- 
dren and young people away from 
church, particularly make a man 
or woman poorly clothed feel ill at 
ease, and unwelcome, and discour- 
ages the warmtn of welcome 
which lost sinners must have at a 
church service if they are to be 
brought in large numbers. And no 
doubt the same formalism that 
prevents evangelism dishonors God 
as a kind of idolatry and as an 
emphasis on externals instead of 
internals, an emphasis on the seen 
instead of the Unseen, the sensual 
instead of the spiritual. 


2. The music in our churches is usu- 
ally not fitted for soul winning. 


Anthems probably never won a 
soul. Most of them are stilted in 
language, are not melodious or 
catchy, are hard to learn and hard 
to understand and not intended for 
soul winning. 

The great old hymns are usually 
unsuited to evangelistic services. 
The best of them are fitted for 
Christians but not for lost people. 
They may have a high quality of 
poetry, but not adapted to people 
of ordinary culture. Tunes may be 
stately, and may be very dear to 
those whe sing them with the fa- 
miliarity of long years of use. But 
if they do not stir hearts, do not 
bring conviction for sin, do not 
make plain the plan of salvation 
and have no popular appeal, they 
are not useful in soul winning. 


In the WATCHMAN EXAMIN- 
ER recently was an article la- 
menting the use of syncopated mu- 
sic in gospel songs used in church- 
es. It has become customary to 
feel that anything that has a lilt, 
that has sweet melody, that is 
quickly catching, is out of place in 
God's service) “SINCE JESUS 
CAME INTO MY HEART” is one 
of the best examples of syncopat- 


ed gaspel song tunes. However, 


cause I knew that if I was there 
nice people wouldn’t come and sit 
near me. I sat on a pile of stones 
away in the back where I could 
hear.” I was surprised at his opin- 
ion, but I found that he knew peo- 
ple’s attitude toward outrageous 
sinners better than I did. He was 
converted, a few people rejoiced, 
but many criticized, and many 
said “He won't hold out.“ 


In 1925, I think, when I was 
pastor of the First Baptist Church, 
Shamrock, Texas, a woman of bad 
reputation was converted. Her joy, 
her humility, her devotion to 
Christ were beautiful to see. She 
joined the church and I had the 
honor to baptize her. Then I insist- 
ed that she must join the ladies’ 
Bible class in the Sunday School 
and must attend the Womens’ Mis- 
sionary meetings. Promptly she 
answered, I should like to attend, 
but I think the women wouldn’t 
want me.“ 

“Oh, yes,” I insisted, “they will 
be glad to have you. They will ex- 
pect you to come.“ To encourage 
the matter I spoke to a fine Chris- 
tian woman who taught the large 
class of women in the Bible School 
and was a leader in the Missionary 
Society. I suggested that she 
should encourage the new convert, 
the woman who was baptized last 
Sunday night, to attend the class 
and the missionary meeting and 
feel at home with the women of 
the church. 

To my astonishment this good 
woman replied, “I do not think 
that is the thing to do. That wo- 
man has a very bad reputation and 
I fear it will hurt our standing in 
the community if such Women as 
that attend our Snuday School 
class and women’s meetings.” I do 
not mind saying that I boiled over. 
I said, “That woman is coming to 
that Sunday School class of wo- 
men and to the missionary meet- 


ing. She was truly converted. She 
loves the Lord. Her past is behind 


5 — —ñ— — 


Friday, June 30, 1944 


her. I do not know anything about 
her except that her reputation is 
not good, but now that is forgiven 
and forgotten. If I learn that you 
or any woman in this church with- 
draws from this new convert, em- 
barrasses her, makes her feel ill 
at ease and unwelcome, God help- 
ing me I will publicly, from the 
pulpit, brand the woman who does 
it as the hypocrite she is! I would 
not be a pastor of a church that 
would not welcome any poor, fall- 
en woman who repents of her 
sin and comes to Christ.“ 

In 1930, I believe, I was in re- 
vival services in Akron, Ohio. The 
church was not large but there 
were about one hundred happy 
professions of faith, and a great 
many of the new converts joined 
the church. Later I attended a: Wo- 
men’s Missionary meeting of the 
church, found Cadillacs and Pack- 
ards parked all about, and discov- 


ered a good many of these church} 


woman dressed in furs and finery 
had never attended the revival 
services of their own church. And 
they were saying to one another, 
Brother Rice is getting a lot of 
poor people into the church. And 
just as sure as the tire factories 
have to shut down this winter we 
will have to feed a lot of them!“ 

I have seen too much of that 
sort of thing to think it exception- 
al. The plain simple truth is that 
the church does not wa.it the dis- 
graceful bums, the drunks, the 
harlots, the convicts, to attend 
their services, mix with their own 
crowd of nice people, be saved and 
baptized and associate with other 
Christians in the Sunday School 
classes, Young Peoples’ meetings, 
Missionary Societies, and choir. 


The Wesleyan movement, the 
evangelical revival in England led 
by the Wesleys and Whitfield, 
reached the people that were aban- 
doned by the regular churches. La- 
ter the Salvation Army grew and 
prospered with brass bands on 
street corners, with music hall 
tunes but with Christian words, 
with preaching on street corners 
and in jails, reaching the bums, 
the poor, the ignorant, the ‘down 
and out’, the drunkards, the fallen, 
who were neglected by the church- 
es. 


other organiza- | 


tions have been created to try 
to do the work which the churches 
have neglected. The Y. W. C. A. to 
reach young girls or the Y. M.- 
C. A. to reach young men, though 
sadly both now have turned away 
from Christian principles and from 
evangelism. The city rescue mis- 
sions do the work the churches 
ought to do. Nothing in the New 
Testament indicates that there 
ought to be any strata of society 
unreached hy the regular churches 
of Jesus Christ. But what church 
now tries to reach, in its own 
building, in its own services, the 
crowds that are reached in the Pa- 
cific Garden Mission in Chicago, in 
rescue homes for girls, and like 
mission stations? The Gideons, 
Christian Business Men's Commit- 
tees, and ycuth crusades of various 
kinds, as well as the Child Evan- 
gelism classes were all founded for 
soul-winning, and are all definite 
proof that the churches are not 
trying to do the work committed 
to them by Jesus Christ, the work 
of saving sinners, disgraceful sin- 
ners as well as respectable ones. 
Our churches do not win souls pri- 
marily because that is not their 
chief aim. Their services and their 
activities are not geared to soul 
winning. 

ll. THE PREACHING IN OUR 
CHURCHES IS NOT THE KIND, 
GENERALLY, TO GET SINNERS 


SAVED 


The Scripture says that, “It 
pleased God by the foolishness of 
preaching to save them“ (I Cor. 1: 
21). There is a direct connection 
between the preaching in our 
churches and the conversion of 
sinners in them, or the failure to 
convert sinners. Most of our 
churches are not winning souls, 
and a major cause of this fruit- 
lessness in the churches is the 
preaching, which is not calculated 
to get sinners saved. 


|. The preaching does not make 
soul winners out of Christians, does 
not build soul winning churches. 


The Great Commission, the 
marching orders of the church 
says, “Go ye therefore, and teach 
all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father ,and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 
Teaching them to observe all 
things whatsoever I have com- 


, ef — — — — — — — — — 


manded you: and lo, I am with 
you always” (Matt. 28: 19, 20). 
When you analyze that commis- 
sion carefully you see there is to 
be an unending spiral There are 
three phases in Christian work 
authorized by the Creat Commis- 
sion. First, we are to make dis- 
ciples; the word ‘teaching’ is lit- 
erally “making disciples,’ so we 
are first to get people saved. Sec- 
ond, we are to get the new con- 
verts baptized, definitely convert- 
ed to a sacrificial Christian life, 
third, we are to teach these new 
third, we are to teach these new 
Wholly laid on the altar. Then 
converts to do the same 


commanded of the apostles: that 


is, the converts are also to carry 
the Gospel to every creature, get 
people converted, get them bap- 
tized, and teach them to. win 
others. The Great Commission, if 
carried out, would end with every’ 
saved person winning souls. 


It is clear from this analysis of 
the Great Commission that 
preachers should both preach to 
Christians and preach to sinners, 
or to put it another way, they 
Should preach to lost sinners and 
get them converted and then 
preach to them after they are 
Christians. BUT THE PREACH- 
ING TO CHRISTIANS IS TO 
MAKE THEM SOUL WINNERS! 
A Great Commission church is a 
soul winning church. A Great. 
Commission pastor is one who gets: 
his church to follow the Great: 
Commission in getting people: 
Saved, baptizing them, and then: 
teaching them to win others. 
Churches do not win souls when 
the pastors do not keep this em- 
phasis before the people. 


To make goul winners out of 
Christians the pastor should have 
the following elements in his 
preaching: 

a. His preaching must center 
around soul winning as the prin- 
cipal duty of every Christian. Peo- 
ple do not win souls because they 
do not know that they are ex- 
pected to win souls, that it is the 
primary duty of every Christian. 

b. People must be taught the 
Gospel plainly. Real Christians, 
born again, who love God sin- 
cerely, cannot win souls until they 
knew -hosy to the Sospel 


plainly to their own children, rel- 


atives, friends and neighbors. ‘The 
pastors must teach people how to 
present the Gospel. 

c. Christians need to be taught 
about the power of the Holy Spir- 
it, and how His power may be had 
for soul winning. The lost empha- 
sis on the fulness of the Spirit in 
our pulpits today is largely re- 
sponsible for the powerlessness 
and fruitlessness of our churches. 

d. The sins of Christians must 
be rebuked. II Timothy 3:16, tell 
us that “All Scripure is given by 
inspiration of God, and is profit- 


able for doctrine, for reproof, for - 


correction, for instruction in right- 
eousness: that the man of God 
may be perfect, thoroughly fur- 
nished unto all good works.” The 
Scripures are for reproof, for cor- 
rection and for -instruction in 
righteousness. And unless the 
Scripture is used in this way, men 
of God will not be thoroughly fur- 
nished to good works. No Chris- 
tian can be a successful soul win- 
ner until he is taught, day by 
day, to judge himself, to confess 
and forsake his sins. Worldly 
church members living shabby, 
sorry lives, will not especially 
want to win souls, cannot have 
God’s power upon them in soul 
winning efforts, and will not have 


they might speak about Christ. 
Therefore pastors ought to preach 
plainly on such matters as the 
movies, the dance, lodges, alcohol- 
ic liquor, gambling, along with 
other more general sins. Soul win- 
ning churches, that is churches 
that win many souls, are always 


the blessed benediction of honest 

Bible preaching against their sins, 

scriptural reproof, correction, and 

instruction in righteousness, as 

commanded to preachers in II 

Timothy 3:16. | 
To make a soul 


life, the joy 
of perfect surrender to the will of 
God, the sweetness and richness 


(Oontinued on page three) 
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The Greatest Invitation in The Bible 
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(Vontinued from page one) 


For every second of pleasure we 
pay witn hours of sacrifice, for ev- 
ery minute, for every time of sat- 


istaction, we pay with days, with 


weeks, with montns of ceaseless 
cross-bearing. In this world, we 
do have trinulation. 

In these verses of Scripture, God 
Almighty comes to us and says, 


ou can draw on my bounty tor 


your needs.” That is my text, my 
subject, my theme, God’s great- 
est invitation. I want you to an- 
alyze this invitation with me. 
First, there is a description. Come 
unto me all ye that lavour and are 
laden.” Second, there is an 
invitation, surely the whole text is 
an invitation, Come unto me, all 
ye that labour and are heavy lad- 
en, and I will give you rest.’ 


lhe Description: All e that 


Labour And Are Heavy Laden. 


Now I said a moment ago that 
need is universal, and so it is. Of 
course, it is not the same need 
with every one of us. Some of us 
need one thing, some another, some 
a third. Some of us need more 
things than one. There are some 
of us who are labouring and heavy 
laden physically. There are some 


_of us who are labouring and heavy 


laden financially. There are some 
of us who are labouring and heavy 
laden socially. There are some or 
us who labour and are heavy laden 
in our own personal life. There are 
some of us who labour and are 
heavy laden because of the prob- 
lems, because of the trials, because 
of the troubles, because of the dif- 
difficulties in our homes, or in our 
business places. There are as 
many different needs as there are 
Andividuals here. 

Every single solitary one of us, 
Christian and unsaved, is labour- 
ing and heavy laden spiritually. 
You know, it would be a wonder- 
ful ‘hing if when God saved us 
He would keep tne devil away 
from us completely, but my ex- 
perience is this, and I am sure all 


Christians will verify this testi- 


mony, that the devil never 
troubled me nearly so much be- 
fere Las saved as he has done 
since I have been a Christian. For 
a while I could not understand 
why it was so. It seemed to me 
that if I were a child of God, the 
Lord ought to keep the devil away 
from me. One day I read in a col- 


ored preacher’s sermon a story. He 


said there was a colored slave be- 
fore the Civil war days in one of 
the Southern states who was a 
lay preacher. His master was not 
a Christian, more or less atheistic 
in his tendencies. One day they 
were out on a hunting trip, the 
white master said to the colored 
slave, Sam, how is it that I’m not 
a Christian, and you are, and you 
are always complaining about the 
devil being after you. How come 
the devil leaves me alone?” The 
Negro studied for a minute. He 
was a bit fearful of his master’s 
reaction. Finally he spoke up. 
Massa, it’s like this, when you 
and I go out huntin’ and you 
shoots into a covey of birds, kill- 
in’ one, woundin’ another, which 
one of the two does you send me 
after, the dead one or the wounded 
one?” “Why, the wounded one,” 
‘replied the white man, “because 
the wounded one is liable to get 
away. The old Negro smiled and 
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said, ‘“‘You’ve done answered your 
own question, boss. You is plumb 
dead. The devil can pick you up 
anytime he wants to. But me— 
Ise been hit by the gospel gun. 
Im fluttering on the road to giory, 
and the devil is just tryin’ to pull 
me back.” 

That is right! My friends, listen! 
We are ali in need spiritually. 
Those of you who are not Chris- 
tians need the forgiveness of your 
sins, need the adoption into the 
family of God, need the indwelling 
of the Holy Spirit. Those of us 
who are the children of God need 
the sustaining grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ constantly, abidingly. 

Now to whom shall we turn with 
our needs? To whom shall we turn 
with our problems, with our diffi- 
culties? Shall we go to our gov- 
ernment? Our government can 
help us in a thousand and one 
ways, and is helpig us, doing its 
best in these difficult times not to 
make things too hard on us. But 
our officials, all the way from the 
president, down to the city mayor, 
would be only too heart-brokenly 
anxious to admit that when it 
comes to the things of the spirit, 
they cannot help us. They may be 
able to open the clothing markets 
for us; they may be able to put a 
ceiling on prices, they may be able 
to pass laws against profiteering, 
but when it comes to the things of 
the soul, they are just as helpless 
as new-born babes. It is beyond 
the government to help us. 

Shall we go to our educators? 
They too can help us up to a point, 
and they have helped us. They 
have done so marvelous a work, 
that the United States of America, 
among the great nations of the 
world, is probably topmost in lit- 
eracy, in education, in culture, in 
achievement, in every advance- 
ment. Our educators, however, 
those of them who are honest and 
sincere, at least, would be the first 
ones to bow their heads, be&t their 
breasts, cry with us. “Lord, have 
mercy on us sinners. We cannot 
help you.” No, my friends, there is 
just one Somebody who can help 
us spiritually, and that is God, in 
the name, and for the sake, and in 
the merits of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

God's Invitation — Come Unto 


Me.“ 


That is my second word. First 
we have a description (that covers 
every one of us. We are labouring. 
We are all heavy laden. We may 
not all be Jews, we may not all be 
Gentiles. We may not all be Cath- 
olics. We may not not all be Pro- 
testants. We may not all be Chris- 
tians. We may not all be unsaved. 
We may not all be rich. We may 
not all be poor. We may not all be 
educated. We may not all be ig- 
norant. But all alike, we are la- 
bouring and heavy laden.) God 
comes to us right here this after- 
noon, stretches out His hands to 
us and says, “Come unto me, all 
ye that labour and are heavy lad- 
en, and I will give you rest.” That 
it my second word. God’s invita- 
tion. It is definitely God’s invita- 
tion. Think with me about that 
invitation. Think with me about 
the different ways God uses to im- 
press that invitation upon our 
souls. Why, you go out on the 
street today, and look up at the 
bright blue sky, shining blue, look 
up at the sun. Every beam of that 
golden ball warming our bodies, 
shining in our faces says, “Come 
to God. God loves you, God wants 
to help you.” Then think of the 
manifold provisions God has made 
for us upon this earth, to make 
life possible, pleasant, agreeable. 
Every providential demonstration 
of God’s grace is an invitation 
from God to come and keep on 
coming, to take and keep on tak- 
ing, to take more, much more, in- 


finiely more, of His mercy, of His p 
abundant grace. Why, put ‘your 
finger on your pulse; listen, feel 
the ticking of that driving blood 
stream in your veins. Every beat 
of that pulse says, Come to God; 
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itely than in all of these things 
put together, in more definite way 
than in all of these other ways 
heaped into one, the Lord has 
written the invitation for everyone 
of us to come to His bounty in 
the crucified, nail-torn body ot His 
only begotten Son on Calvary's 
cross, The cross carries heavenly 
cargoes of invaluable mercies. Not 
the lease of them is the venison 
contained in my text. The cross 
is a blood written invitation from 
God to all the generations of men 
to step out of their poverty into 
God’s riches, to step out of their 
sins into God’s salvation, to step 
out of their slavery into God’s 
freedom, to step out of their fear 
into God’s favor, to step out of 
their death into God’s life, to step 
out of their darkness into God's 
light. Oh, every drop of the pre- 
cious blood which flowed from Im- 
manuel’s veins is a message di- 
rected to every living, breathing 
soul in all the world to come and 
partake of the feast of God, of 
the ambrosia and nectar of heaven, 
of the fat things of Canaan. 


The Promise: I Will Give You 


Rest.“ 


But I must hasten to my last 
word, and that is the promise. 
“Come unto me, all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and I wiil 
give you rest.” It is the promise 
of God. It is not the promise of a 
man. It is not the promise of a 
group of men. God Himself made 
and makes this promise. This is 
God’s word. This is God’s Book. 
This is God’s revelation. This is 
God’s appeal. The majesty, the 
— — the glory, the power, the 
authority of are behind these 
words. Lou need not question 
them. You need not doubt them. 
You need not hesitate about them. 
You need not think that perhaps 
God’s patience will be exhausted, 
that perhaps God’s mercies will 


His mind. No, in Him there is 
neither variableness nor shadow 
as of turning. He is the same yes- 
terday, today and forever in His 
love, in His compassion, in His 
ability to perform all that He has 
promised to do for everyone of 
us. 


Think about that promise for 
this last minute. First, think of 
how easy it is to come into the 
presence of God. If you were to 
go to the mayor of Chicago, you 
would have to see half a dozen 
secretaries, and then maybe you 
‘would not get in. If you were to 
try to see the president of the 
United States, you sure would 
have to have some pull in order to 
walk into his study and have a 
conference with him. But if you 
want to go to God, all you have to 
do is bow your head, all you have 


to do is cry, “Lord, have nfercy 
on me a sinner,” and God is right 
there. 

- Think also of the longing of God 
for your response, think of the 
anxiety and the yearning in the 
heart of God that you and I accept 
this, His most gracious invitation, 
His most tender appeal. I have 
seen a woman almost weep as she 
plead with her child to eat. The 
mother-hearted God is weeping 
over us as He beseeches us to seek 
His face and His grace. Oh, loved 
one, let the very anguish of the 
plea move you to accept it, to 
close with it, to step out in it. 

Then think in this very last mo- 
ment of the assurance of your wel- 
come. My friends, why did God 
write this Bible? Why did God 
send His Son to die for our sins on 
the cross? Why did God call out 
preachers? Why did 
God send the Holy Spirit into the 
world? Why all this Christianity? 
Why these Churches? Why this 

reaching? Why this radio? Why 
this revival? Why my poor voice 
ringing in your ears? God is 
stretching out His loving hands to 
you, stained N 2 blood of His 
0 


lost, even if they are out in the 


Not Win Souls 


(Continued from page two) 


of the Word of God, and daily 
prayer. 

We do not have souls saved in 
our churches because the preach- 


ing does not make soul winning 
members. 


2. The preaching generally is not 

calculated to get sinners to the 

services, to convict them and to 
save them. 


The first aim of every preacher 
called of God should be to win 
souls. A minister may say, as an 
alibi for his powerlesssness and 
fruitlessness; “I am called to be 
at pastor. My ministry is 
to the church. I must feed the 


1 or to service clubs, or in 
tent campaigns. But the pr 

in the church services ought to be 
strongly evangelistic, as well as 
the preaching in other places. One 
principal reason why our churches 
uo not win souls is that the min- 
isters of the churches 80 rarely 
preach to unconverted people. And 
needless to say, all soul winning 
preachers are personal soul win- 
ners, too. D. L. Moody was a great 
preacher to multitudes, but he won 
thousands in personal conversa- 
tion. So did Dr. R. A. Torrey. No 
man has a better opportunity to 
do this than a pastor. 


Next, it takes a certain kind of 


preaching to get people saved. A 
man may preach the Gospel and 


flock of God.” But that, I insist, 
is an alibi for outright disobed- | 
ience to the plain command of 
God. The Great Commission is 
still binding on preachers. The 
Gospel is to be preached to every 
creature. We are to teach those 
already converted to go win oth- 
ers. It was to Timothy, as the pas- 
tor of a great church in Ephesus, 
that Paul wrote “Do the work of 
an evangelist” (II Tim. 4:5). R. 
A. Torrey was a pasor, but what 
a soul winner! Charles H. Spur- 
geon was a pastor all his days 
and never called himself an evan- | 
gelist. Yet multiplied thousands | 
were saved under his ministry, and | 
the Metropolitan Tabernacle was 
called a “soul trap.” The apostle 
Paul himself would pass very well | 
for a Bilble teacher! How he 
taught the young Christians, ap- 
pointed and trained elders in ev- 
ery church, is a marvel. His four- 
teen epistles are the deepest, rich- 
est doctrinal teaching in the Bible. 
Yet Paul regularly did the work of 
an evangelist and had more to do. 
than all other apostles did, with 
the evangelizing of the whole 
Roman Empire in his lifetime! 


In America all the great pastors 
have been great soul winners. Con- 
sider Jonathan Edwards, T. De- 
Witt Talmadge, A. B. Simpson, 
George W. Truett, R. G. Lee, W. 
B. Riley, Oswald J. Smith, H. A. 
Ironside, P. W. Philpott, Louis T. 
Talbot, J. C. Massey, Arthur 
Moore (now Bishop). Remember 
that D. L. Moody, J. Wilbur Chap- 
man, R. A. Torrey, and other lead- 
ing evangelists were for long 
years pastors. So pastors can be, 
and all true pastors will be soul 
winners. The pastor who is not a 
soul winner is a backslider, a dis- 
obedient Christian, proving untrue 
to his holy vows and to his divine 
calling. , 

The tendency in churches all ov- 
er America is that pastors shall 
give their principal attention to 
the church members. g. vis- 
iting the sick, the hospitals, mar- 
riages, funerals, church finances, 
denominational business, the choir, 
young people’s meetings, the wo- 
men’s societies — these things oc- 
cupy the time, interest and labors 
of the average pastor, largely to 
the exclusion of soul winning. 
That is utterly foreign to the New 
Testament practice and teaching. 


The Saviour said, “What man of 
you, having an hundred sheep, if 
he lose one of them, doth not leave 
the ninety and nine in the wilder- 
ness, and go after that which is 
lost until he find it?” (Luke 15: 
4). God’s plan is that every under- 
shepherd should have the same 
interest and pattern in his minis- 
try as the Great Shepherd, the 
Lord Jesus, had. He said the nor- 
mal is that a shepherd (pas- 
tor means shepherd) should leave 
the ninety-nine sheep who are not 


wilderness instead of in the fold, 
and go after the one sheep which 
is lost. Oh, if preachers would 
learn to “leave the ninety and nine 
in the wilderness and go after that 
which is lost, until he find it!” And 
the Saviour said, in justification 
for this teaching, that I say un- 
to you, that likewise joy shall be 
in heaven over one sinner that re- 


church members who are 8 2 
pastor’s preaching o 

largely addressed to uncon- 
verted. 


preach it correctly and actually 
preach it to sinners, and yet never 
get anybody saved. We suggest 
the following elements that ought 
to be included in evangelistic 
preaching. 

a. The preaching must be of the 
type that will attract atten- 
tion, will get crowds, will cause 
deep interest. God wants the man 
on the street, and the preacher 
Should preach to him. God wants 
the housewife, the high school stu- 
dent, the child. What a sin for the 
preacher not to want them and 
not to preach so as to attract them 
to the services and get their in- 
terest, their consciences, their de- 
cision for Christ! Some preachers 
aim their sermons at the cultured, 
the learned, the well-taught. That 
is a fatal mistake that has ruined 
many a preacher‘s ministry. Oh, 
human pride! Oh, the fear of men! 
Oh, worldly ambition that longs 
for reputation as a scholar! These 
are not for the pastor who expects 
to win souls. 

Do not think that D. L. Moody 
won souls in spite of his simplicity. 
Rather he won souls because of his 
simplicity. Do not think that Billy 
Sunday won souls in spite of his 
slang, his commonplace expres- 
sions, his acrobatics on the plat- 
form, his plainness of speech. Ra- 
ther he won souls because of thesé 
things. God is citerested in com- 
mon people, ignorant people, m- 
ning’ people, and Billy Sunday was 
interested in the same crowd and 
worked to save them. 

Preachers, then, ought to preach 
on great controversial subjects, 
subjects in the minds of common 
people. There should be sermons. 
on Hell, on judgment, on the sec- 
ond coming of Christ (I do not 
mean a dry, abstract teaching of 
minute details concerning pro- 
phecy).-He should preach on adul- 
tery, on drunkenness, preach on 
the Bible and the present war, on 
death, on divorce. This kind of 
preaching, plain Bible preaching, 
controversial preaching, proving 
each point by the Word of God, 
helps to get crowds. Crowds came 
to hear Moody, just as they came 
to hear Billy Sunday, just as they 
came to hear Wesley and Whit- 
field and Spurgeon and Torrey, 
whether they agreed with them or 
not. Bold, uncompromising, con- 
troversial preaching; preaching 
that condemns sin, that fights 
heresy, that shows the way out of 
trouble, that warns people of the 
wrath of God, such preaching gets 
crowds. It will attract unsaved 
people as well as the saved. 

People go to hear Aimee Semple | 
McPherson preach, and they do 
not go because they like heresy 
better than truth. Rather they go 
because they are interested, they 
are intrigued, they are moved. As 
long as Christian Science,” Spir- 
itism, Seventh Day Adventism and 
Pentecostolism get crowds we 
could get them if we worked at 
it as they do. 

b. Preaching must condemn sin 
and bring conviction to the con- 
science. Remember how Elijah 
faced the prophets of Baal and 
all the people of Israel on Mt. Car- 
mel as recorded in I Kings, chap- 
ter 18. The idolatry of the Baal 
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worshippers was mocked, and then 


the priests of Baal were slaugh- | 


tered. Remember that John the 
Baptist came preaching “Repent, 
for the Kingdom of Heaven is at 
hand.” His preaching was plain 
and sharp and powertul. He called 
the Pharisees “Oh generation of 
vipers.” Later he faced Herod, 
boldly reproved his adultery, 
though it cost him his head. Re- 
member how sharp was the 
preaching of Jesus. Read the 23rd 
chapter of Matthew, where Jesus 
preached a sermon of seven points 
to the unconverted religious lead- 
ers. And each part of his sermon 
started with these words “Woe un- 
to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypo- 
crites ...’’ Jesus preached on res- 
titution, on covetousness, on adul- 
tery, on blasphemy, on hypocrisy, 
and always, always on the need 
for a new heart. Pastor, do you 
preach like Jesus? : 

Peter preached at Pentecost, 
boldly accusing the people of the 
murder of Jesus Christ, and of re- 
leasing Barabbas, a murderer. 


Stephen said to the assembled 


religious leaders and unregenerate 


Jews “Ye stiffnecked and uncir- 
cumcised in heart and ears, ye do 
always resist the Holy Ghost: as 
your fathers did, so do ye” (Acts 
7:51). Plain preaching cost Ste- 
phen his life. If preachers today 
preached against sin we might 
sometimes be stoned, as Stephen 
was, but we would win souls. Re- 
members how Paul faced Elymas 
the sorcerer saying “O full of all 
subtility and all mischief, thou 
child of the devil, thou enemy of 
all righteousness, wilt thou not 
cease to pervert the right ways 
of the Lord? (Acts 13:10). And 
boldly faul prophesied that the 
sinner. should be blind for a sea- 
son, and he was. 

Remember how Peter faced An- 
anias and Sapphira with their lie; 
how boldly he rebuked Simon who 
would have purchased the power 
of the Holy Ghost. 


These preachers had people 
Saved because they preached 
against sin and the Holy Spirit of 
. God worked conviction in the 
hearts of men. Oh, to be sure, Bi- 
ble preachers got in trouble for 
So did Elijah, 
John the Baptist, Jesus, Paul, Pe- 
ter, Stephen. But only preaching 
that condemns sin really turns 
people to repentance. 


Shocking as it may seem, all 
over America people have said to 
me about such obvious things as 
adultery, drunkenness, abortion, 
and profanity, “I never realized 
that was a sin!” Sinners do not 
realize their sins because preach- 
ers do not preach on sin as they 
ought to. It is useless and insin- 
cere for us to expect a great re- 
vival, -with multitudes saved, un- 
til there is a profound sense of 
men’s.sinfulness and guilt. Men do 
not call a doctor until they know 
they are sick. Men do not repent 
until they are deeply conscious 
they are sinners. A preacher may 
preach forever on grace and God’s 


love and heaven, and never get a 


soul saved if he does not preach 
on the wrath of God, on the cer- 
tainty of judgment, and on the 
fires of Hell as the natural and in- 
evitable end of unrepented sin. 

anybody, never angers anybody, 
never seems “too emotional,” 
never is accused of being 
“too sensational,” will not get 
‘many of the general unsaved pub- 
lic to hear it, and will not pro- 
’ duce profound conviction and re- 


pentance, will not get many saved. 
Most of the unconverted are not 
lost because they never heard the 
Gospel. They are not lost because 
they do not know how to be saved. 
It is true that many of them do 
not know the way of salvation, but 
that is not what keeps men from 
Christ. The real truth is they are 
not convicted of their sins. They 
do not have an uneasy conscience. 
They do not tremble about the 
future. They do not fear Hell and 
judgment. They love their sins and 
their sins have never. been made 
horrible to them. They think 
themselves fairly good and have 
never seen their wicked hearts for 
what they are. 

Strange as it may seem, there 
is more in the Bible about law 
than about grace. That does not 
mean that anyboay was ever saved 
by law, but it means that it took 
law to make the need for grace 
clear. “The law was our school- 
master to bring us unto Christ” 
(Gal. 3:24). The law was given 
“that every mouth may be stopped 
and all the world may become 
guilty before God” (Rom. 3:19). 
The law is likened to a mirror that 
shows men their dirty faces. The 
preaching of the law has its God- 
appointed place. The law (of 
course I reter to the moral law, 
not ceremonials) does not make 
anybody’s face clean, but it shows 
people they need washing. The 
preaching against sin, the preach- 
ing of repentance, is an absolute 
essential for the preacher who 
hopes to win many of the unsaved. 

We have said that our churches 
do not win many souls, and mul- 
titudes of churches win none at all, 
because the preaching is not cal- 
culated to make soul winners out 
of Christians, it does not attract 
the general public to the services. 


c. Preaching to get people saved 


must be in deadly earnest 


There must be a fervor of speech 
that is the outbreaking expression 
of a burdened heart, broken over 
lost sinners. 

Some months ago one of the 
greatest preachers in America, a 
man who has done an outstanding 
work as a pastor of one of the 
principal churches in his state, a 
man with a doctorate, a flaming 
evangelist, held elght days of serv- 
ices in a great Christian college. 
Some people cynically remarked 
that he was too emotional,“ be- 
cause the tears often filled his 
eyes as he preached, and because 
he used the normal and proper ap- 


‘peal to the heart as well as to the 


will and conscience. He was not 
too emotional. He is a Bible 
preacher. He gets people saved. 
His converts turn out to be great 
Christians. Under his preaching 
Christians become soul winners. 
He has won many thousands. 


Psalm 126, verses 5 and 6 say: 
“They that sow in tears shall reap 
in joy. He that goeth forth and 
weepeth, bearing precious seed, 
shall doubtless come again with 
rejoicing, bringing his sheaves 
with him.” Tears are an essential 
to a soul winning preacher. Paul, 
returning to Ephesus, called to- 
gether the elders, and when they 
assembled before him at Miletus 
on the seashore, he urged, ‘“There- 
fore watch, and remember, that by 
the space of three years I ceased 
not to warn every one night and 
day with tears” (Acts 20:31.) 
Paul preached in public with tears, 
and conversed in private with 
tears. He wept in the daytime and 
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of the 


he wept in the night! The tears 
of a broken-heart fell on the pages 
of the manuscript of Paul when he 
said “For many walk, of whom I 
have told you often, and now tell 
you even weeping, that they are 
the enemies of the cross of Christ: 
whose end is destruction” (Phil. 
3:18,19). No doubt Paul was 
sometime said to be too emotion- 
al.” It is true that Paul spoke so 
earnestly that Festus said with a 
loud voice, “Paul, thou art beside 
thyself; much learning doth make 
thee mad” (Acts 26:24). And Paul 
was so concerned over the Jews 
that he could have wished himself 
accursed from Christ to get them 
saved. Oh, that we had more 
preachers who preached with 
aT and wrote with tears as Paul 

Jeremiah is called the weeping 
prophet, and he said, Oh that my 
head were waters, and mine eyes 
a fountain of tears, that I might 
weep day and night for the slain 
of the daughter of my people!” 
(Jer. 9:1). 

Why should preachers not weep, 
if what they are preaching is so? 
If there is a Hell of eternal tor- 
ment, and if Christ-rejecting sin- 
ers go there, oh, with what plead- 
ings we ought to persuade them 
to be saved! I would to God that 
the tears of David Brainerd, the 
missionary to the Indians; the 
tears of John Welch of Scotland; 
the tears of the greatest soul win- 
ners could be ours again today in 
the pulpit. Oh that the dear Lord 
Jesus, who Himself wept over Je- 
rusalem, and grieved over the rich 
young ruler, and whose tears 
flowed at the grave of Lazarus, 
might give us of His broken 
heart! 

If Christians do not weep over 
sinners, then why should sinners 
weep? If preachers do not weep, 
then why should their hearers 
weep? Multitudes go to Hell be- 
cause in our churches there is so 
little weeping over a dying world 
of undone sinners. 

d. Preaching usually doesn’t win 
souls because the preacher is npt 


filled with the Holy Spirit. 


D. L. Moody knew when and 
where it was that he became filled 
with the Holy Ghost in the Bible 
fashion. It was in Wall Street, 
New York, after his heart had 
been pleading with God for two 
long years for the fulness of the 
Holy Spirit. He could never forget 
that time when he was so over- 
come, that finally he beggea God 
to stop the flood, lest he, Moody, 
should die! Moody’s ministry was 
never the same. Where he had won 
tens before, now he won hundreds. 

Dr. Len G. Broughton knew just 
exactly when it was that he went 
to an altar one night, a preacher 
Gospel, and knelt and 


God to fill him with the 


Friday, June 30, 1944 


AN EXPLANATION OF THE HOLY TRINITY 


(Continued from page one) 


heaven, and the Father spoke out 
of heaven. Thus, we find the three 
Persons having the same interest 
and being occupied with the same 
matter, though separate in their 
personalities. : 

In the Great Commission, we 
find the word “and” occurring be- 
tween each name of the three Per- 
sons. This distinctly reveals that 
each one is separate from the oth- 
er (Matthew 28:19). 

In the “benediction” verse which 
is quoted at the close of so many 
services, we see again that these 
three blessed Persons are men- 
tioned separately with the word 
“and” separating them to indicate 
clearly that each one is a distinct 
Person and that all three are not 
the same Person. 

John mentions these three 
blessed Persons in Revelation 1:4, 
speaking first of the Father 
“which is, and which was, and 
which is to come.” Then he con- 
tinues the benediction from the 
Holy Spirit who is before the 
throne. After this, the gracious 
benediction follows from Jesus 
Christ. Thus we see again the 
three Persons distinctly mentioned 
separately and divided by the 
word “and” to make the distinc- 
tion very clear. 

Just before the Lord Jesus re- 
turned to heaven, He said in John 
14:16, “I (Jesus) will pray the Fa- 
ther and he shall give you another 
comforter ... even the Spirit of 
truth.” You will note that there 
was no confusion in the mind of 
Jesus in regard to the three Per- 


He Kept Me Out of Hell 


(Continued from page one) 


me to see him for a few minutes 
only, he was so seriously injured. 
As she left the room he whispered 
to me, “I’m in a worse fix than 
they think, preacher.’’ And he be- 
gan to point out the »laces where 

e pain was so great and the in- 
ternal injuries so severe. Then he 
said, “If I go, it will be all right, 
for III go to be with Jesus.” I had 
prayer and had to slip out of the 
room. I'll never forget the frantic 
wife and daughter who loved him 
so. We asked God to spare him 
if it could be in His Will. But he 


When I left that hospital and 
was driving home from the bed- 
side of that dying man his words 
kept ringing in my ears. 

“Mother, go call the preacher. 
He kept me out of hell.” And I 
said, “Oh, God, help me spend the 
rest of my days keeping people 
out of hell.” : 

The other night, back in Athens 


is|things of God precious to 


Holy Ghost, and the next year face 


baptized three hundred converts 
into his church, with a 
ly multiplied ministry. 


marvelous- 


Charles G. Finney tells in his ..,. 


autobiography how the Holy Ghost | - 


came upon him soon after he was 
saved, and how the mighty power 
of God made him into a soul win- 
ner, so that, for weeks, nearly ev- 
ery unsaved person to whom he 
spoke was tremendously convicted 
and soon converted. And again and 
again, when Finney went alone to 
spend a day in fasting and prayer, 
or a night in a hayloft with God, 
the power came again in flood 
tides and tens of thousands of 
souls were saved. He called it “the 
pa. en of the Holy Ghost.” I do 

care if you call it that, or the 
fulness of the Spirit, or an anoint- 
ing from God, or the eduement of 
power from on high, but I urgent- 
ly insist that no preacher is fit 
to preach without it. 


R. A. Torrey knew that he had 
been filled with the Holy Ghost. 
So did Spurgeon know the same. 
So did Wilbur Chapman know it. 
And may I give my humble testi- 
mony that I know it, too, have 
sometimes been filled with the Ho- 


and multitudes were 


preached a sermon, never worked 
a miracle, never healed the sick, 


days keeping men and women, 
boys and girls out of hell! 


Ghost returned from Jordan,“ and 


we are told he was led by the 


Spirit into the wilderness” (Luke 


4:1), and again “Jesus returned 
in the power of the Spirit into Gal- 
ee“ (Luke 4:14). If Christ, our 
Master, our Teacher, our Example, 
our Saviour, needed to be filled 
with the Holy Ghost; oh, how can 
we do without this same super- 
ete - equipment for soul win- 
D. L. Moody. well said that “It 
is foolishness to try to do God's 
work without God’s power.” And 
this is the secret of fruitlessness 
in churches where preachers are 
not filled with the Holy Spirit, en- 


ly because preachers are not filled 


with the Holy Ghost, in the Bible 


| Any Christian applying to the Serintna 


sons. He would pray to the Father, 
the Father would send the Spirit. 
Here, again, the three individual 
Persons of the Godhead are clearly 
depicted. The same truth is given 
again in verse 26 of this same 
chapter where the Holy Spirit and 
the Father and Jesus are all dis- 
tinctly mentioned. 


The positions occupied by each 
of the three Persons of the Trinity 
reveal that there are three Per- 
sons. The Father is upon His 
throne (Rev. 4:2). The Lord Jesus 
is at His right hand (Acts 7:55). 
The Holy Spirit is before the 
throne (Rev. 1:4). Each one occu- 
pies a separate and distinct place. 


The work each one does reveals 
that there are three distinct Per- 
sons. “The Father sent the Son to 
be the Saviour of the world” (I 
John 4:14). The Father who sent 
and the Son who came are separ- 
ate Persons. “If I depart, I will 
send Him (the Spirit) unto you” 
(John 16:7). The Son who sent 
and the Spirit who came are dif- 
ferent Persons. The Father sent 
the Son to die. The Son went to 
the cross,and died. The Spirit re- 
veals Him to our hearts for “He 
shall glorify me” (John 16:14). 
The Father loved (John 3:16); the 
Son died (Romans 5:6); the Spirit 
convicts and teaches (John 16:§8- 
13). 5 
In the Old Testament, note one 
of the Hebrew characters just 
above Psalms 119 and 161. It is 
the letter “Schin.” Notice that 
there are three points, pointing up- 
ward and connected at the hase 
with a solid line. This character ia 
a symbol of Jehovah. It is just one 
letter, but there are three p 
to the letter, and all are joined to. 
gether in unity. a 


iour. This same David wrote in. 
Psalm 51:11, “take not thy sony 
Spirit from me.” David knew & 
three of the wonderful Persons of 
the Holy Trinity. 

Jacob also knew these three 
wonderful Persons of the Holy 
Trinity. 

Jacob also knew these three 
wonderful Persons for he Said, 
“God before whom my fathers... 
did walk (God the Father), the 
God which fed me all my life. long 
(the Lord Jesus) . . the angel 
which redeemed me from all evil 
(the Holy Spirit) bleas the Lads” 
(Gen. 48:15). : 


the wonderful Saviour 
tne Lord Jesus Christ. Let us 
and believe the gracious 
Spirit who has come to “us 
the right way and to — 


hearts. 
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